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f FORMULA 1’S FIRST-EVER TRIPLE-HEADER
/ KICKS OFF WITH A HISTORIC RETURN

SOFT LE CASTELLET

SUPERSOFT FRANCE

ULTRASOFT 22-24 JUNE

Milan, June 18, 2018 — History is both made and celebrated this weekend, as Formula 1
embarks on its first-ever triple-header with the revival of a legendary venue: Le Castellet
in France, rapidly followed by Austria and Great Britain in successive weeks.

For this return to the Paul Ricard track, Pirelli has selected the P Zero Yellow soft, P
Zero Red supersoft and P Zero Purple ultrasoft compounds.

As the French Grand Prix at Paul Ricard was last run in 1990, this is essentially a brand
new circuit for the teams and drivers — although it is well-known as a testing venue
thanks to its warm weather and state-of-the-art facilities.
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e The track has been completely resurfaced in preparation for the French Grand Prix, resulting
in smooth yet high-grip asphalt that is similar in character to Barcelona. These
characteristics mean that the tyres used this weekend will have a tread reduced by 0.4
millimetres, as was the case in Spain and as will be the case again in Silverstone at the
beginning of July. All three circuits feature new asphalt.

e Weather conditions in the south of France at this time of year are expected to be very warm,
which should increase wear and degradation rates.

e To prepare for the French Grand Prix, Pirelli’s engineers have taken recent asphalt samples
to come up with an appropriate tyre nomination.

e At 5.8 kilometres, Paul Ricard is one of the longest laps of the year, with a number of
overtaking opportunities designed into the layout.

MARIO ISOLA - HEAD OF CAR RACING

“Paul Ricard is effectively an entirely new circuit for everyone, but we have some idea of
what to expect not only from Formula 1 testing, but also through our experience of GT
racing, with the track having recently hosted the latest round of the Blancpain GT Series.
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From this, we can expect high grip but low degradation, similar to Barcelona. One other
factor could be the weather though, as high track temperatures are possible over the
weekend, which would increase thermal degradation. With the teams being not so
familiar with the new grand prix track layout, free practice will be even more important
than usual to get an accurate read on tyre behaviour. Only after then will we have a
better idea of what the most likely strategies might be”.

WHAT’'S NEW?

e Most things are new: as well as the new surface, there’s new paddock
infrastructure and new grandstands. The track has also been widened in certain
places (such as the S de la Verrerie) to promote overtaking.

e To celebrate the return of Paul Ricard to the calendar, Pirelli is undertaking a
number of promotional activities that also go beyond Formula 1. Keep your eyes
open for some special guests...

e Having missed the last round in Canada, Formula 2 and GP3 also returns in

France.
MIN. STARTING PRESSURES (slicks) EOS CAMBER LIMIT
( ﬂ 22.5 psi (front) | 21.0 psi (rear) -3.50° (front) | -2.00° (rear) ( )

THE TYRES NOMINATED THIS SEASON

BRi%
Australia v v
Bahrain v v
China v v
Azerbaijan v v
Spain v v
Monaco v v
Canada v v
France v v
Austria v v
Great Britain v v
Germany v v
Hungary v v
Singapore v
Russia v
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Updates are available also on our For further information
official media channels please contact

BE3E0

Roberto Boccafogli « +39 335 125 6694
roberto.boccafogli@pirelli.com

Anthony Peacock * +44 7765 896 930
anthony.peacock.ex@pirelli.com

Sara Vimercati * +39 366 620 9720
sara.vimercati@pirelli.com

Pirelli Tyre Press Office « +39 02 6442 4270
pressoffice@pirelli.com

Twitter @Pirellisport

Instagram/pirelli_motorsport

Facebook/PirelliMotorsport

The Racing Spot: Racingspot.pirelli.com

Pirelli F1 Press Area: flpressarea.pirelli.com
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