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LEWIS HAMILTON WINS FOR MERCEDES
WITH AN ULTRASOFT-SUPERSOFT ONE STOPPER

ONE-STOP FOR ALL THE DRIVERS APART FROM VALTTERI BOTTAS
WHO STOPPED TWICE

TEAMS NOW REMAIN IN ABU DHABI FOR THEIR FIRST TASTE
OF THE 2019 TYRES AT A TWO-DAY TEST

Yas Marina, November 25, 2018 — On the day that Pirelli’'s contract extension until 2023
was announced, Lewis Hamilton claimed the final win of the 2018 season from pole with
the predicted one-stop ultrasoft-supersoft strategy.

Hamilton made his first stop very early, under a virtual safety car, and then ran a long
48-lap supersoft stint to the finish.

Nonetheless, both Ferrari and Red Bull were in a strong contention despite starting off
the front row of the grid, finishing the race in second and third respectively with
Sebastian Vettel and Max Verstappen. The Dutchman was the only driver from the top
three teams to start the race on the hypersoft tyre, completing a 17-lap opening stint on
this compound (helped by a safety car and virtual safety car).

As well as the Abu Dhabi winner’s trophy Hamilton claimed another prize today: before
the start of the drivers’ parade, he was given the 2018 Pirelli Pole Position Award — a
full-sized engraved race tyre — commemorating his 11 poles during the season.

MARIO ISOLA - HEAD OF CAR RACING

“While nearly everyone went for the expected one-stop strategy, it was an interesting
race tactically, and | think everyone was surprised to see a few drops of rain halfway
through the race — which came to nothing in the end. Lewis Hamilton went for a very
early stop and then ran a long second stint on the supersoft, while Daniel Ricciardo in
fourth, did the opposite: a long opening stint on the ultrasoft followed by a shorter
second stint on the supersoft. In between, there was also Max Verstappen, who made
up three places after starting on the hypersoft. Now, we immediately turn the page and
concentrate on 2019 with the drivers sampling next year’s definitive tyres for the first
time on Tuesday and Wednesday: they will also have the 2018 tyres available to make a
comparison. Finally, this is also an appropriate moment to pay tribute to Fernando
Alonso after an amazing Formula 1 career: we wish him the very best for the future.”

BEST TIME BY COMPOUND
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Vettel Bottas Verstappen
1m40.867s 1m40.953s 1m44.045s
Ricciardo Magnussen Ocon
1m41.249s 1m42.822s 1m45.919s
Sainz Ricciardo Leclerc

1m41.351s 1m43.202s 1m45.931s
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LONGEST STINT OF THE RACE

COMPOUND DRIVER LAPS

SUPERSOFT Hartley 53

ULTRASOFT Sainz 37
Ocon 18

THE WINNING STRATEGY

Lewis Hamilton won the race using the strategy that we predicted but he made his first
stop earlier than anyone else: coming in after seven laps to switch from ultrasoft to
supersoft to the flag. This was despite a slow start to the race, with a safety car quickly

followed by a virtual safety car in the opening laps.
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Car Driver Start Pit 1 Pit 2
44 HAM USu SSn (7)
5 VET USu SSn (15)
33 VER HSu SSn (17)
3 RIC USu SSn (33)
77 BOT USu SSn (16) uUsSn (40)
55 SAl usn SSn (37)
16 LEC HSu SSn (7)
11 PER uUSn SSn (26)
8 GRO HSu SSn (7)
20 MAG SSn UsSn (41)
14 ALO uUsSn SSn (27)
28 HAR uUsSn SSn (1)
18 STR SSn USn (40)
2 VAN SSn USn (35)
35 SIR SSn USn (35)
10 GAS SSn usn (29)
31 OCO HSu SSn (18)
9 ERI SSn
7 RAI USu
27 HUL HSu
SS = Supersoft US = Ultrasoft HS = Hypersoft
n = new u = used
Updates are available also on our For further information
official media channels please contact

Roberto Boccafogli « +39 335 125 6694

Twitter @Pirellisport roberto.boccafogli@pirelli.com

Anthony Peacock * +44 7765 896 930
anthony.peacock.ex@pirelli.com

Sara Vimercati « +39 366 620 9720
sara.vimercati@pirelli.com

Pirelli Tyre Press Office « +39 02 6442 4270
pressoffice@pirelli.com

Instagram/pirelli_motorsport

Facebook/PirelliMotorsport

The Racing Spot: Racingspot.pirelli.com

BE33E0

Pirelli F1 Press Area: flpressarea.pirelli.com

The F1 FORMULA 1 logo, F1 logo, F1, FORMULA 1, FIA FORMULA ONE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, GRAND PRIX and related marks are trademarks
of Formula One Licensing BV, a Formula 1 company. All rights reserved


https://twitter.com/pirellisport
mailto:roberto.boccafogli@pirelli.com
https://www.instagram.com/pirelli_motorsport/
https://www.instagram.com/pirelli_motorsport/
mailto:anthony.peacock.ex@pirelli.com
https://www.facebook.com/PirelliMotorsport/
https://www.facebook.com/PirelliMotorsport/
mailto:sara.vimercati@pirelli.com
https://racingspot.pirelli.com/global/en-ww/racingspot2017
https://www.facebook.com/PirelliMotorsport/
mailto:pressoffice@pirelli.com
http://f1pressarea.pirelli.com/
http://f1pressarea.pirelli.com/
https://twitter.com/pirellisport
https://www.instagram.com/pirelli_motorsport/
https://www.facebook.com/PirelliMotorsport/
https://racingspot.pirelli.com/global/en-ww/racingspot2017
http://f1pressarea.pirelli.com/

