
 
 

 

 

SPANISH GRAND PRIX PREVIEW 
Round 5 of 20 

Barcelona, 12-14 May 2017 
  
Milan, May 8, 2017 - Pirelli brings the three hardest compounds in the Formula 1 range 
for the first time this year: P Zero Orange hard, P Zero White medium, and P Zero 
Yellow soft. This is to cope with the notoriously high demands put on the tyres at the 
Circuit de Catalunya: caused not only by the famous long and fast corners, but also by 
the abrasive surface and likelihood of warm weather. As a regular testing venue, 
including two sessions earlier this year, Barcelona is the track that the teams probably 
know best – but a lot has changed since the last visit, just over two months ago… 
 
THE THREE NOMINATED COMPOUNDS 

   
 
THE CIRCUIT FROM A TYRE POINT OF VIEW 

 

 

 

 Teams bring latest evolutions, which might 

alter tyre behaviour compared to testing. 

 There was gap of more than 1.5 seconds 
between medium and soft in testing: this is 
expected to possibly come down. 

 Front-left works hardest: front-limited track. 

 More than one pit stop is likely due to 
traditionally high wear and degradation. 

 Teams run high downforce, adding vertical 
as well as lateral loads to the tyres. 

 After the race, Pirelli’s 2018 test 
programme continues, with Renault and 

Toro Rosso driving on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

 
MARIO ISOLA - HEAD OF CAR RACING 

“This is the last race where allocations are fixed for every team: as of Monaco, drivers 
are making their own choices about the quantities of each compound they would like to 
nominate. While Barcelona is a well-known venue, aerodynamic evolution of the cars, 
enhanced by the latest upgrade packages brought to Spain, mean that performance is 
increased but degradation levels could also be higher compared to testing. We can 
additionally expect weather conditions considerably warmer than February.” 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

WHAT’S NEW?    

 Hard tyre appears for the first time in a 2017 grand prix. 

 Last round of identical tyre allocations: seven sets of the softest compound 
available, four sets of the middle compound, and two of the hardest compound. 

 Many teams will bring a ‘B’ spec car to Barcelona, ranging from a few tweaks to 
almost a complete redesign – depending on the team. 
 

SPAIN MINIMUM STARTING PRESSURES (SLICKS) 

 

 

22.5  psi (front) | 20  psi (rear) 

 
 
EOS CAMBER LIMIT 
 

 

-3.50 (front) | -2 (rear) 

 
THE TYRES NOMINATED THIS SEASON 

 

 
 

 
Copyright-free videos and photos 

f1pressarea.pirelli.com 
Follow us on 
@pirellisport 

Facebook/PirelliMotorsport 
Instagram/pirelli_motorsport 

 

More info on  
Racingspot.pirelli.com 
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For further information please contact 
Roberto Boccafogli  •  +39 335 125 6694  •  roberto.boccafogli@pirelli.com 

(Head of F1 Communications) 

 
Maria Stella Narciso  •  +39 338 942 3585  •  mariastella.narciso@pirelli.com 

Sara Vimercati  •  +39 366 620 9720  •  sara.vimercati@pirelli.com 
 

Anthony Peacock  •  +44 7765 896 930  •  anthony@mediaticaworld.com 

 
Pirell i Tyre  Press Office  • +39 02 6442 4270 • pressoffice@pirelli.com 
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