
 
 

 

 

 

MELBOURNE: SOFTER AND FASTER P ZERO 
TYRES MAKE THEIR COMPETITION DEBUT 

 

 
 

Milan, March 19, 2018 – Although the tyre nomination for the Australian Grand Prix is the 
same as last year – soft, supersoft and ultrasoft – the compounds are all a step softer in 
2018, contributing to the big performance increase already seen in pre-season testing. 
With new cars, new drivers, variable weather, and plenty of track evolution, Melbourne is 
always one of the most unpredictable and eagerly-anticipated races of the year.  
 
THE CIRCUIT FROM A TYRE POINT OF VIEW 
 

 
 

 Albert Park is a semi-permanent street circuit that’s not used extensively during the year, so 
the track can be particularly ‘green’ and slippery at the start of the grand prix weekend. 

 It’s generally made up of short to medium straights, and low to medium speed corners. 

 Traction is key in order to get a good drive out of the many corners onto the short straights. 

 Wear and degradation is on the whole quite low: most cars stopped just once last year, with 
the most popular strategy – used by the top three – being ultrasoft to soft. Softer compounds 
this year could mean different rates of wear and degradation, so more pit stops. 

 There’s a reasonably high chance of a safety car: the 2006 race featured four safety cars. 

 Lateral forces are not particularly high: total energy going through the tyres is about average. 

 Pit lane time loss is around 25 seconds; there are no major changes to the track since 2017.  
 

MARIO ISOLA - HEAD OF CAR RACING 
“Barcelona testing already provided an indication of the step forward in performance 
taken by the 2018 cars and compounds, and we should see this carried through to the 
very different conditions in Australia. Exactly what those conditions could be is yet to be 
seen: the weather at this time of year in Melbourne can vary from cold and wet to very 
warm. From what we can see so far, this year’s softer compounds should open up the 
possibility for either one or two pit stops this year, as opposed to one for the majority of 
drivers last year. As usual at the first grand prix of the season, there are still a number of 
questions to be answered, but we hope to see an exciting race with tyre strategy playing 
a key role.” 
 



 
 

 

 

WHAT’S NEW?    

 There is a new start time of 16.10 (local time), with all the races this year starting 
at 10 minutes past the hour, in order to accommodate television schedules. 

 The new Formula 1 two-seater car is scheduled to make its debut in Australia, 
based on an updated version of the original 1998 Tyrrell design, with Pirelli tyres. 

 

MIN. STARTING PRESSURES (slicks) EOS  CAMBER LIMIT 

 

22.0 psi (front) | 19.5 psi (rear) -3.75° (front) | -2.00° (rear) 

 

 

 

THE TYRES NOMINATED THIS SEASON 
 

 

 
 

Updates are available also on our  
official media channels 

For further information  
please contact 

 
Twitter @Pirellisport 

Roberto Boccafogli  •  +39 335 125 6694 
roberto.boccafogli@pirelli.com 

  
Instagram/pirelli_motorsport 

Anthony Peacock  •  +44 7765 896 930  
anthony.peacock.ex@pirelli.com 

   
Facebook/PirelliMotorsport 

Sara Vimercati  •  +39 366 620 9720  
sara.vimercati@pirelli.com 

  The Racing Spot: Racingspot.pirelli.com 
Pirelli Tyre Press Office  • +39 02 6442 4270 

pressoffice@pirelli.com 

   
Pirelli F1 Press Area: f1pressarea.pirelli.com  
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