
 
 

 

 

SEBASTIAN VETTEL WINS A TACTICALLY COMPLEX RACE FROM POLE 
 WITH A ONE STOP SUPERSOFT-SOFT STRATEGY 

 
UNPRECEDENTED 39-LAP FINAL STINT ON SOFT FOR VETTEL  

KEEPS BOTH MERCEDES AT BAY, ON A ONE-STOP STRATEGY USING MEDIUM 
 

WIDE VARIETY OF TACTICS IN BAHRAIN: TOP EIGHT ALL USE DIFFERENT TYRE 
STRATEGIES ON THE MOST ABRASIVE ASPHALT OF THE YEAR 

  
Sakhir, April 8, 2018 – The second race of the season came down to a thrilling cat and 
mouse game between Ferrari and Mercedes, with Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel holding 
off the Mercedes of Valtteri Bottas and Lewis Hamilton at the finish on a set of soft tyres 
that had been on the car for 39 laps, while both his rivals were on fresher medium tyres. 
Strategy was at the heart of the race, with Hamilton being the only driver in the top 10 on 
the grid to start on soft tyres. Like his team mate Valtteri Bottas, he switched to the 
medium on a one-stop strategy. Vettel however, was on a supersoft-soft strategy, doing 
an unprecedentedly long final stint on the soft in a tense finish as Bottas closed in during 
the final laps. 
There was a very wide variety of different strategies at work, with the top eight all 
adopting several different patterns of tyre usage, and many drivers using strategy to 
score some of their best results, such as Pierre Gasly in fourth (Toro Rosso) and Marcus 
Ericsson in ninth (Sauber). Several drivers also used all three compounds available 
during the race. 
 
MARIO ISOLA - HEAD OF CAR RACING 
“This was an absolutely thrilling and absorbing race, which delivered exactly what we 
hoped with this latest generation of tyres: many different strategies, close racing and an 
exciting finish with some of the best drivers in the world battling each other down to the 
final corner. Tyre management was absolutely key to Vettel’s victory, with the Ferrari 
driver making a new set of soft tyres last for 39 laps, which we never saw before here 
during the weekend. Mercedes also made a one-stop strategy work by putting two cars 
on the podium when a two-stopper was theoretically quicker: this decision altered the 
entire complexion of the race and made for a thrilling conclusion. Congratulations also to 
Pierre Gasly and Toro Rosso, and our best wishes for a speedy recovery to the Ferrari 
mechanic who was injured during their pit stop.” 

 

 
BEST TIME BY COMPOUND 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

Bottas 
1m33.740s 

Magnussen 
1m34.327s 

Grosjean 
1m34.053s 

Hamilton 
1m33.953s 

Raikkonen 
1m34.337s 

Alonso 
1m34.168s 

Ericsson  
1m35.093s 

Vettel 
1m34.453s 

Sirotkin 
1m34.563s 



 
 

 

 

LONGEST STINT OF THE RACE 
 

 
 

TRUTHOMETER 
Sebastian Vettel won the race using a one-stop strategy, despite a two-stopper being 
the quickest tactic, as we predicted. Only four classified drivers stopped once: the top 
three, plus Sauber’s Marcus Ericsson. Vettel made his sole stop on lap 18, switching 
from supersoft to soft. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMPOUND DRIVER LAPS 

MEDIUM Bottas 37 

SOFT Vettel 39 

SUPERSOFT Perez 24 



 
 

 

 

Car  Driver  Start  Pit 1  Pit 2  Pit3 

5  VET  SSu  Sn (18)      

77  BOT  SSu  Mn (20)      

44  HAM  Su  Mn (26)      

10  GAS  SSu  Sn (15) SSu (34)    

20  MAG  SSu  SSu (13) Sn (27)    

27  HUL  SSu  Sn (15) SSu (39)    

14  ALO  Sn  Mn (14) SSn (39)    

2  VAN  SSn  Sn (10) Mn (28)    

9  ERI  Sn  Mn (23)      

31  OCO  SSu  Mn (15) Sn (35)    

55  SAI  SSu  SSu (16) Sn (26)    

11  PER  Sn  Mn (9)  SSn (32) 

28  HAR  SSn  Sn (20) SSu (42)    

16  LEC  Sn  Mn (3)  SSn (34)    

8  GRO  SSn  Sn (18) SSn (30) SSn (45) 

18  STR  Sn  SSn (12) Mn (30)    

35  SIR  Sn  Mn (22) SSn (40)    

7  RAI  SSu  Sn (19)      

33  VER  Sn  SSn (2) 

3  RIC  SSu  

       

SS= Supersoft  S= Soft  M= Medium  n= new  u= used 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Updates are available also on our  
official media channels 

For further information  
please contact 

 

Twitter @Pirellisport 

Roberto Boccafogli  •  +39 335 125 6694 
roberto.boccafogli@pirelli.com 

  

Instagram/pirelli_motorsport 

Anthony Peacock  •  +44 7765 896 930  
anthony.peacock.ex@pirelli.com 

   
Facebook/PirelliMotorsport 

Sara Vimercati  •  +39 366 620 9720  
sara.vimercati@pirelli.com 

  

The Racing Spot: Racingspot.pirelli.com 

Pirelli Tyre Press Office  • +39 02 6442 4270 
pressoffice@pirelli.com 

   
Pirelli F1 Press Area: f1pressarea.pirelli.com  

 

The F1 FORMULA 1 logos, F1 logos, F1, FORMULA 1, FIA FORMULA ONE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, GRAND PRIX and related marks are 
trademarks of Formula One Licensing BV, a Formula 1 company. All rights reserved.  
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