
 
 

 

 

 

FAST STRAIGHTS AND A TWISTY STADIUM: 
THE MIXED CHALLENGE OF HOCKENHEIM  

 
 

Milan, July 16, 2018 – After a one-year absence, Hockenheim makes its return to the 
Formula 1 calendar at the German Grand Prix. While the track has changed beyond 
recognition since its original flat-out incarnation of the 1930s, a distinct flavor of the 
traditional challenge remains, with long straights as well as the newer and more 
technical ‘Motodrom’ section, where the cars negotiate a series of tight corners in front of 
packed grandstands. 
 
THE CIRCUIT FROM A TYRE POINT OF VIEW 
 

 
 

 With medium, soft and ultrasoft nominated, there’s another ‘step’ in the tyre selection. This 
combination was last used in China, contributing to an exciting strategic battle. 

 As Hockenheim mainly consists of slow to medium speed corners connected by straights, it’s 
all about traction and braking – and looking after the rear tyres is particularly important.  

 The most demanding corner for tyres is Turn 5, which is a long left-hander. 

 The track surface is quite smooth, so heavy wear or degradation is not expected. However 
overtaking is reasonably tricky, so pit stop strategy could make an important difference. 

 The weather in Germany at this time of year is known for its unpredictability, with sunshine or 
heavy rain a possibility.  

 Back in 2016, when the German Grand Prix was last held at Hockenheim, Lewis Hamilton 
won the race with three stops, using the supersoft and soft compounds. 
 

MARIO ISOLA - HEAD OF CAR RACING 
“Germany is a bit of an unknown quantity, with no grand prix having taken place there 
since 2016. In the meantime, a lot has changed on the cars as well as of course the tyre 
range, while the Hockenheimring itself is substantially unaltered. Once again, we’ve 
decided to incorporate a step in the tyres that we’ve nominated in order to provide a 
roughly equal performance gap between the chosen compounds. This contributed to a 
great race in China, with some interesting repercussions on strategy, so hopefully it will 
be the same again. The data collected in free practice will be especially important as 
teams re-acquaint themselves with the circuit and also work out how best to use the tyre 
nomination to their advantage.” 



 
 

 

 

WHAT’S NEW?    

 Hockenheim and the German Grand Prix, both of which have made only sporadic 
appearances on the calendar recently. 

 A ‘jump’ between the nominated compounds, for the second time this year (after 
China). 

 Nearly all the championship protagonists have all picked seven sets of the 
ultrasoft tyre (eight for Daniel Ricciardo) but they differ in their nominations of the 
harder compounds. 

 Unusually for a European race, there is no Formula 2 or GP3 in Germany. 
 

MIN. STARTING PRESSURES (slicks) EOS  CAMBER LIMIT 

 

21.5 psi (front) | 20.0 psi (rear) -3.50° (front) | -2.00° (rear) 

 
 

THE TYRES NOMINATED THIS SEASON 
 

 

         

Australia        

Bahrain         

China        

Azerbaijan        

Spain        

Monaco        

Canada        

France        
Austria        

Great Britain        
Germany        
Hungary        
Belgium        

Italy        
Singapore        

Russia        
Japan        
Mexico        



 
 

 

 

 

Updates are available also on our  
official media channels 

For further information  
please contact 

 
Twitter @Pirellisport 

Roberto Boccafogli  •  +39 335 125 6694 
roberto.boccafogli@pirelli.com 

  
Instagram/pirelli_motorsport 

Anthony Peacock  •  +44 7765 896 930  
anthony.peacock.ex@pirelli.com 

   
Facebook/PirelliMotorsport 

Sara Vimercati  •  +39 366 620 9720  
sara.vimercati@pirelli.com 

  The Racing Spot: Racingspot.pirelli.com 
Pirelli Tyre Press Office  • +39 02 6442 4270 

pressoffice@pirelli.com 

   
Pirelli F1 Press Area: f1pressarea.pirelli.com  
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