
 
 

 

 

 

RACING ON THE STREETS AT NIGHT 
IN HYPERSOFT STYLE 

 
 

Milan, September 10, 2018 – The Singapore Grand Prix marks the third appearance of 
the year for the P Zero Pink hypersoft tyre (after Monaco and Canada) and it’s also the 
fourth race of the year where there’s a ‘step’ between the tyre nominations. The 
hypersoft and the ultrasoft will be seen at the Marina Bay circuit, but then there’s a jump 
to the soft (missing out the supersoft): the first time that this particular combination has 
been seen. The defining characteristic of Singapore it that it’s the championship’s only 
night race, which of course presents some unique challenges of its own – as well as a 
stunning spectacle. 
 
THE CIRCUIT FROM A TYRE POINT OF VIEW 
 

 
 

 The night race means that the usual pattern of track and temperature evolution, typically 
seen in an afternoon race, isn’t followed. 

 Singapore has the most corners of any track in Formula 1, 23, which means that the tyres 
are working constantly over the course of a long lap. 

 It’s also a street circuit, which makes it very ‘green’ in the first session, and also means that 
teams have to cope with the usual street furniture on city tracks. The lap is anticlockwise. 

 Last year’s Singapore Grand Prix was wet for the first time in the history of the race: Lewis 
Hamilton won the race with a one-stop strategy, going straight from intermediate to ultrasoft 
on lap 29. 

 Singapore has a 100% safety car record, which has a big influence on strategy, and the race 

ofter runs to the full two-hour time limit. 

 The rear-left is the most stressed tyre at Singapore, which is the second-slowest lap of the 
year after Monaco. 
 

MARIO ISOLA - HEAD OF CAR RACING 
“We’ve chosen the hypersoft for Singapore, which should open up a number of different 
possibilities for strategy, depending on the tyres chosen by each driver. By factoring in a 
‘step’ in the tyre nominations, we also hope to achieve evenly-spaced gaps between the 
performances of the different compounds. A number of different tactical permutations are 
possible, also influenced by safety cars and all the other unpredictable elements that 



 
 

 

 

come with a street circuit. From our point of view, although the lap is quite slow, the tyres 
have to cope with high ambient temperatures and humidity, a very high number of 
corners, and the usual hazards of a street circuit such as unforgiving barriers and 
variable grip. The fact that the race is run at night adds an extra variable to the usual 
calculations as well”. 
 
WHAT’S NEW?    

 The P Zero Pink hypersoft is seen for the first time in Singapore, meaning that 
the softest nomination is in effect two steps softer than last year’s equivalent (as 
all the 2018 compounds are all one step softer than their 2017 counterparts 
anyway). 

 Inaugurated in 2008, the Singapore Grand Prix celebrates its 10th anniversary in 
2018. 

 Last year, the circuit record was broken (in qualifying by Sebastian Vettel): with 
the introduction of the hypersoft, expect to see that benchmark fall again this 
year. 

 Pirelli’s 2019 development programme will continue next week, with Ferrari and 
Mercedes testing slick tyres on Thursday and Friday at Paul Ricard. Last week, 
McLaren’s Lando Norris completed 254 laps, testing wet tyres at the same 
venue. 
 

 

MIN. STARTING PRESSURES (slicks) EOS  CAMBER LIMIT 

 

18.5 psi (front) | 17.5 psi (rear) -3.75° (front) | -2.00° (rear) 

 
 

THE TYRES NOMINATED THIS SEASON 
 

         

Australia        

Bahrain         

China        

Azerbaijan        

Spain        

Monaco        

Canada        

France        
Austria        

Great Britain        
Germany        
Hungary        



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Updates are available also on our  
official media channels 

For further information  
please contact 

 
Twitter @Pirellisport 

Roberto Boccafogli  •  +39 335 125 6694 
roberto.boccafogli@pirelli.com 

  
Instagram/pirelli_motorsport 

Anthony Peacock  •  +44 7765 896 930  
anthony.peacock.ex@pirelli.com 

   
Facebook/PirelliMotorsport 

Sara Vimercati  •  +39 366 620 9720  
sara.vimercati@pirelli.com 

  The Racing Spot: Racingspot.pirelli.com 
Pirelli Tyre Press Office  • +39 02 6442 4270 

pressoffice@pirelli.com 

   
Pirelli F1 Press Area: f1pressarea.pirelli.com  

 

Belgium        
Italy        

Singapore        
Russia        
Japan        

United States        
Mexico        
Brazil        

Abu Dhabi        
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