
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

FERRARI DRIVER KIMI RAIKKONEN WINS A THRILLING GRAND PRIX 
WITH THREE DIFFERENT STRATEGIES IN THE TOP THREE 

 
RED BULL’S MAX VERSTAPPEN USES EXCELLENT STRATEGY  

TO CLAIM SECOND FROM 18TH ON THE GRID 
 

A SINGLE STOP FOR MOST DRIVERS  
BUT TWO-STOP AND THREE-STOP STRATEGIES SEEN AS WELL 

 
Austin, October 21, 2018 – Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen won an action-packed Pirelli United 
States Grand Prix, with the top three covered by less than three seconds and using 
three very different tyre strategies. 
While Raikkonen won the race from second on the grid, using an ultrasoft-soft strategy, 
Lewis Hamilton was the only one of the frontrunners to use a two-stopper. Having 
started the race on supersoft from pole, the Mercedes driver made an early stop on lap 
11 under a virtual safety car for soft tyres. But after pushing hard to regain the lead, he 
was forced to stop again for another set of softs with 20 laps to go, which dropped him 
out of championship-winning range. 
Yet another strategy was used by Red Bull’s Max Verstappen, who started from 18th on 
the grid but worked his way up to second at the finish. This was also thanks to an 
opening stint on the soft tyre, before he switched to the faster supersoft for a longer stint 
close to the finish. 
 
MARIO ISOLA - HEAD OF CAR RACING 
“Congratulations to Kimi Raikkonen for a brilliant win, after controlling one of the most 
tightly-fought grands prix of recent years, where tyre strategy played an important role. 
There were four different strategies in the top four, with the race also influenced by Lewis 
Hamilton’s early stop under the virtual safety car, as his team opted to take the opposite 
approach to Raikkonen, who stayed out. This put Hamilton on a very different strategy to 
those around him, which culminated in an extremely exciting finish. With limited dry 
running on Friday, the teams didn’t have the full picture on tyre wear and degradation, 
which undoubtedly contributed to the excitement and unpredictability today. Despite this 
handicap, all three compounds performed strongly and very consistently”. 

 

BEST TIME BY COMPOUND 
 

 
 
 

 

   

Hamilton 
1m37.392s 

Verstappen 
1m38.246s 

Gasly 
1m39.646s 

Vettel 
1m38.280s 

Vettel 
1m39.649s 

Raikkonen 
1m39.716s 

Bottas 
1m38.470s 

Bottas 
1m40.057s 

Stroll 
1m40.433s 



 
 

 

 

LONGEST STINT OF THE RACE 
 

 
 

THE WINNING STRATEGY 
Kimi Raikkonen made one stop, which was expected to be fastest, making his sole visit 
to the pits on lap 20. We predicted supersoft to soft as being the theoretically fastest 
strategy, but the Finn instead secured victory after starting on the ultrasoft. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPOUND DRIVER LAPS 

ULTRASOFT Perez 25 

SUPERSOFT Verstappen 34 

SOFT Stroll 37 



 
 

 

 

Car  Driver  Start  Pit 1   Pit 2 

7  RAI  USu  Sn (21)  

33  VER  Sn  SSn (22)  

44  HAM  SSu  Sn (11)  Sn (37) 

5  VET  SSu  Sn (26)  

77  BOT  SSu  Sn (23)  

27  HUL  USu  Sn (23)  

55  SAI  SSu  Sn (24)  

31  OCO  USu  Sn (22)  

20  MAG  SSn  Sn (30)  

11  PER  USu  Sn (25)  

28  HAR  SSn  Sn (27)  

9  ERI  Sn  SSn (30)  

2  VAN  SSn  Sn (10)  Sn (40) 

10  GAS  SSn  Sn (10)  USn (36) 

35  SIR  SSn  Sn (10)  SSn (29) 

18  STR  SSn  Sn (1)   USn (38) 

16  LEC  USu  Sn (1)  

3  RIC  SSu   

8  GRO  USu  Sn (1)  

14  ALO  SSn   

 

S = Soft  SS = Supersoft US = Ultrasoft 

n = new  u = used 
 

 
 
 

Updates are available also on our  
official media channels 

For further information  
please contact 

 

Twitter @Pirellisport 

Roberto Boccafogli  •  +39 335 125 6694 
roberto.boccafogli@pirelli.com 

  

Instagram/pirelli_motorsport 

Anthony Peacock  •  +44 7765 896 930  
anthony.peacock.ex@pirelli.com 

   
Facebook/PirelliMotorsport 

Sara Vimercati  •  +39 366 620 9720  
sara.vimercati@pirelli.com 

  

The Racing Spot: Racingspot.pirelli.com 

Pirelli Tyre Press Office  • +39 02 6442 4270 
pressoffice@pirelli.com 

   
Pirelli F1 Press Area: f1pressarea.pirelli.com  
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