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FROM 2018 TO 2019

SUPERSOFT YAS MARINA
E ULTRASOFT ABU DHAB
23-25 NOVEMBER

NK HYPERSOFT

Milan, November 19, 2018 — The Abu Dhabi Grand Prix marks the end of the 2018
season — but also the beginning of the 2019 season. For the final encounter of the year,
the three softest tyres in the range have been selected: P Zero Red supersoft, P Zero
Purple ultrasoft, and P Zero Pink hypersoft. It's also going to be the last time that the
purple and pink colours will be seen on a Formula 1 tyre in a race, as next year’s tyres
will feature only three permanent colours: white, yellow and red. Straight after the Abu
Dhabi Grand Prix, the drivers get to try out the 2019 tyres, effectively marking the start of
next season, and some might even get to sample the cars from their new teams...

THE CIRCUIT FROM A TYRE POINT OF VIEW
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e Last year’s tyre nomination also featured the three softest tyres in the 2017 range — soft,
supersoft, and ultrasoft — but all the tyres are now a step softer than last year, with the
hypersoft being two steps softer than the 2017 ultrasoft.

e The surface at Yas Marina is smooth and not especially demanding on tyres, allowing the
softest compounds to be used. Abu Dhabi was actually where the hypersoft made its
debut, at last year’s test after the grand prix.

e The race starts in the late afternoon and ends in the evening, which affects the usual
evolution of track temperature during the grand prix.

e The anti-clockwise circuit is all about traction and braking rather than lateral force.

e A one-stopper has usually been the winning strategy, with Mercedes driver Valtteri Bottas
triumphing last year after starting on ultrasoft and moving to supersoft. Only one driver
went for a three-stopper — will this change with a softer tyre nomination?

e There’s a quite a variety of speeds and corners in Abu Dhabi so the cars tend to run a
compromise set-up, with medium downforce levels.

MARIO ISOLA - HEAD OF CAR RACING

“Once again we’re bringing a tyre nomination that's somewhat softer than previous
years, with the hypersoft selected for only the sixth time this year, and for only the third
time at a permanent race venue. Nonetheless, the hypersoft is not entirely new to Abu
Dhabi, as it was first run there a year ago, making Yas Marina the only track where the
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hypersoft has previously tested and will now be raced. How it actually performs in race
conditions at the circuit, especially with regard to strategy, is going to be interesting to
see — and of course those tactics will already begin in qualifying on Saturday, Once
again, the teams will get a chance to test next year’s tyres after the race: of course they
will run on 2018 cars, but this test will nonetheless provide a useful taste of the future”.

WHAT’S NEW?

. The final test of the year will take place on Tuesday and Wednesday after the
grand prix, with the 2019 P Zero tyres, a variety of drivers — and some probably
driving for their 2019 teams as well.

. For the fourth consecutive year, Pirelli equipped the FIA GT World Cup at the
Macau Guia circuit, using the P Zero DHD2 for the first time there. BMW driver
Augusto Farfus won the race.

« After a two-month break since Russia, Formula 2 and GP3 return in Abu Dhabi: it
will be the final GP3 race before the series is replaced by the all-new Formula 3
championship next year. The Formula 2 and GP3 prize-giving ceremony takes
place on Sunday night, with some special awards handed out from Pirelli —
including a €200,000 scholarship towards Formula 2 for the winning GP3 driver.
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THE TYRES NOMINATED THIS SEASON

BRIX O
Australia v v
Bahrain v v
China v v
Azerbaijan v v
Spain v v
Monaco v v
Canada v v
France v v
Austria v v
Great Britain v v
Germany v v

Hungary Vv Vv
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Belgium v v
Iltaly v v
Singapore v
Russia Vv
Japan v v
United States v Vv
Mexico Vv Vv
Brazil v v
Abu Dhabi Vv Vv
Updates are available also on our For further information
official media channels please contact

Roberto Boccafogli « +39 335 125 6694
roberto.boccafogli@pirelli.com

Anthony Peacock * +44 7765 896 930
anthony.peacock.ex@pirelli.com

Sara Vimercati « +39 366 620 9720
sara.vimercati@pirelli.com
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pressoffice@pirelli.com
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